
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 
Wednesday, January 2, 2019  

 
Minutes 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 
Chairman Michael Fasulo called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Town Hall Council 
Chambers, 75 Main Street, Southington, CT. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present:  Chairman Michael J. Fasulo, Commissioners Michael T. DeFeo, Robert E. Galati, 
Joseph Miceli and Julie Portfolio; Director of Recreation David A. Lapreay, Town Engineer 
Annette Turnquist 
  
There was a quorum.  
 
MINUTES: 
Commissioner Galati made a motion, seconded by Commissioner DeFeo, to accept the minutes 
of the November 12, 2018 special meeting as submitted.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS:  None. 
 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS & REPORTS: None. 
 
REPORT OF DIRECTOR OF RECREATION: 
The 2019 Bus Trips list was included in the packet.  Mr. Lapreay stated that he included some 
trips that have gone well and added a few new ones.  We are on a shared program with other 
towns so there is no minimum participation required and there is a Southington pickup location.  
Members reviewed the list and asked a few questions. 
 
The Bow Hunting Report for 2018 was also included in the packet.  The program ended 
December 31st.  It was a quiet year.  There were 24 registered hunters but only one deer was 
taken out.  There have been no issues and no complaints from the public.  Mr. Lapreay noted that 
the hunters are pretty far from the trails. 
 
Recreation Department Proposed Budget will be reviewed under New Business. 
 
Mr. Lapreay said programs are just getting started for the new year and he would give a report at 
the next meeting. 
 
Commissioner DeFeo made a motion to accept the report of the Director of Recreation; seconded 
by Commissioner Galati and carried. 
 
REPORT FROM PARKS DEPARTMENT: 
Mrs. Turnquist reported that they had two Girl Scout projects.  One is at the dog park to install 
dog stairs.  It was approved at the Public Works Committee meeting.  Another group will paint 
some trail markers at Crescent Lake. 
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Crews are finishing up leaf cleanup and are beginning some brush cutting.  Starting Monday they 
will begin breaking down the holiday decorations. 
 
Commissioner DeFeo made a motion to accept the report from the Parks Department; seconded 
by Commissioner Galati and carried. 
 
REPORT ON PARKS FROM COMMISSIONERS:  None. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
1. Budget Question. Question arose about budget funding for youth leagues.  It is the Town 
Manager’s decision.  Then it goes to the Board of Finance and ultimately to the Town Council.  
If the Town Manager cuts a budget proposal, it cannot be restored.  The Town Council could, 
however, restore a Board of Finance cut to the budget. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:   
1. Public Works Committee vs. Parks & Rec Board.  Chairman Fasulo stated that he spoke with 
the Town Manager and with a couple of Council members regarding how parks reporting was 
done prior to the merger of the Parks and Highway Departments into Public Works.  After the 
merger, everything went to the Public Works Committee for review and approval.  Chairman 
would like to revert to the Parks & Rec Board reviewing and receiving reports as was done 
before.  The Town Manager was in agreement.  After discussion, members also agreed that it 
would make sense for this board to receive reports and oversee what happens in the town parks.  
Chairman will speak to the Town Manager and tell him that everyone was in agreement with the 
suggestion.  He noted that this would mean that Mrs. Turnquist (who has been attending our 
meetings as a courtesy) would now be required to attend and give a report. 
 
2.  Recreation Department Budget FY 2019-2020.  Board members had received a copy of the 
proposed budget in an email.  Mr. Lapreay stated that there is not much program-wise in the 
general budget as most are in the Recreation Fund.  Youth Theater, Music on the Green and Kids 
Entertainment Series are included in his budget.  Discussion followed regarding the proposed cut 
to league subsidies.  Mark Sciota spoke with all the leagues about the five-year reduction and all 
seemed to understand.  They indicated that they would need to raise their fees or increase 
fundraising to cover the loss.   
 
Discussion included questions about burdens on the participants, covering fees for those who 
can’t afford it, percentage of reduction and responsibilities of the leagues and those of the town. 
The town would continue its current maintenance of the fields.  Mr. Lapreay explained how the 
“scholarship” funds for needy participants have worked in the past with no problems (through 
Community Services qualification). 
 
Following further discussion, Commissioner Galati made a motion to restore the league subsidies 
line item to the proposed budget for 2019-2020, eliminating the 20% reduction.  Seconded by 
Commissioner Miceli and carried 4-0-1 abstention (DeFeo).   
 
Motion made by Commissioner DeFeo, seconded by Commissioner Portfolio, to submit the 
proposed Recreation Department budget including the change to the league subsidies line item to 
the Town Manager.  Motion carried. 
 



1-2-19 Park Board Minutes; page 3 

Mr. Lapreay said he would revise the budget and send a copy to board members. 
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business, Commissioner Galati made a motion to 
adjourn; seconded by Commissioner DeFeo.  Meeting adjourned at 7:05 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
      Patricia Berardinelli 
      Recording Secretary 


